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WHAT WE DO
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OFFICIAL COUNCIL ROLES
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Planning Advisory Committee 
• To provide York Regional Council and staff with advice 

regarding key land use planning matters in York Region

• Three members of Council including the Regional Chair, and 
eight members of the public

York Region Agricultural Advisory Liaison Group 
• To provide advice and expertise to Council and staff regarding 

agriculture, food and rural issues in York Region

• Three members of Council including the Regional Chair, and up 
to six representatives of the agricultural community

JANUARY 2019 DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW



WHO WE ARE
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WHO WE ARE
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IMPLEMENTING YORK REGION’S VISION
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KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS – ESTABLISHING STRONG POLICIES

7JANUARY 2019 DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW

• York Region Official 
Plan approved

• Local Official Plan 
conformity

• 1.79 million residents 
and 900,000 jobs 
forecasted by 2041
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KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS – BUILDING CENTRES AND CORRIDORS



KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS – INTEGRATION WITH INFRASTRUCTURE
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The first subway in York 
Region opened at the 
Vaughan Metropolitan 
Centre in December 2017
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KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS – BUILDING STRONG COMPLETE COMMUNITIES 
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KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS – PLANNING FOR GROWTH
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KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS – STRENGTHENING THE REGION’S ECONOMY
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Add photo 



Every Year 2019 2020 - 2022
• Employment and Industry 

Report

• Economic Development Year
in Review

• Growth and Development 
Review

• Regional Official Plan Ontario 
Municipal Board (OMB) 
Appeal Updates, as 
necessary

• Centres and Corridors 
Progress Update

• Development Approvals 
Activities

• Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Strategy Update

• Economic Development Action Plan 2019-2022
• Advanced Marketing:

 YorkLink
 Toronto Global

• Local Secondary Plans Approvals
• Provincial Policy Changes
• Regional Municipal Comprehensive Review 

(MCR):
 Background studies:

• Intensification 
• Employment strategy
• Housing 
• Land needs assessment

 Land Budget and Forecasts
 ROP Policies
 Consultation
 Key Directions
 Growth/Transportation/Infrastructure/ Fiscal 

Impact assessment
• Rental Housing Incentives
• Servicing Capacity Assignment – joint with 

Environmental Services
• Ten Year Housing Plan Update – joint with 

Community and Health Services
• Climate Change Action Plan – joint with 

Environmental Services

• MCR: Regional Official Plan 
and Vision Update 

• Approval of local official plans 
and secondary plans

• Response to Provincial Policy 
Initiatives (as required)

• Reporting on development 
applications

REPORT OUTLOOK
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PARTNERSHIPS AND ALLIANCES
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Local Municipalities Regional Partners
City of Toronto
Durham Region
Peel Region
Simcoe County

Local Community
Chambers of Commerce / Boards of Trade 
Economic Development Officers & Partners 
Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 
Toronto & Region Conservation Authority
York Region school boards
York Region Arts Council 
York Region Hospitals  York University / Seneca College

Provincial
Agriculture, Food & Rural Affairs 
Job Creation and Trade
Municipal Affairs & Housing
Tourism, Culture & Sport 
Training, Colleges & Universities
Ministry of Transportation

Federal
Canada Mortgage & Housing Corporation 
Foreign Affairs, Trade & Development Canada 
Statistics Canada 

Additional Partners
Building Industry & Land Development Association 
York Region Arts Council
Central Counties Tourism 
Economic Developers Council of Ontario 
Greater Toronto Airports Authority 
Regional Planning Commissioners of Ontario 
Toronto Global
York Agricultural Advisory Liaison Group 
Metrolinx
ventureLAB
Planning Advisory Committee



QUESTIONS/DISCUSSION

For more information
Paul Freeman, Chief Planner
Planning and Economic Development
Paul.Freeman@york.ca
1-877-464-9675 ext. 71534


