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ATTACHMENT 2 

MCR Background and Policy Direction Council Reports 

To support planning for growth and to inform the Municipal Comprehensive Review (MCR), a series of background and direction 

reports for have been presented to the Council outlined in Table 1.  

Table 1: Background and Policy Direction Council Reports Informing the MCR 

Date Report Title Purpose 

September 
2021 

Alternate 2051 Forecast and Land Needs 
Assessment Scenarios in Response to 
Consultation 

This report summarizes input received through consultation, 
presents a high-level overview of the impacts of alternative 
scenarios, and recommends a growth scenario for inclusion in the 
draft Regional Official Plan (ROP). 

June 2021 Regional Official Plan Update Policy 
Directions Report 

This report summarizes preliminary policy directions for several 
topic areas as part of the ROP update being undertaken through 
the MCR. 

March 
2021 

York Region Foundational Housing Analysis – 
Final Report 

This report provides an assessment of the York Region long-term 
housing forecast to the year 2051 as part of its current MCR and 
ROP Review. This report also reviews recent housing trends and 
residential development activity in York Region, long-term housing 
growth outlook by tenure, and housing affordability needs.  

March 
2021 

Proposed 2051 Forecast and Land Needs 
Assessment 

This report presents land needs to 2051 as a result of completing 
the mandated Provincial land needs assessment. Proposed 
population and employment forecasts by local municipality are 
presented for consultation as part of the MCR. This report provides 
an overview of the inputs, assumptions, and results of the Provincial 
land needs assessment and distribution of population and 
employment to local municipalities. 

March 
2021 

Regional Official Plan Update Policy 
Directions Report 

This report summarizes preliminary policy directions for several 
topic areas as part of the ROP update being undertaken through 
the MCR. 

January 
2021 

Regional Official Plan Update Housing 
Challenges and Opportunities 

This report outlines affordable housing challenges and provides a 
suite of innovative approaches available to increase housing 
options. The report outlines housing policy directions prompted by 

https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=a062ebc1-1f89-4b91-9834-3396d052757f&Agenda=Agenda&lang=English&Item=11&Tab=attachments
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=a062ebc1-1f89-4b91-9834-3396d052757f&Agenda=Agenda&lang=English&Item=11&Tab=attachments
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=a062ebc1-1f89-4b91-9834-3396d052757f&Agenda=Agenda&lang=English&Item=11&Tab=attachments
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=1eb6004e-6e53-4b38-87de-4f3a79ffbe1b&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=48&Tab=attachments
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=1eb6004e-6e53-4b38-87de-4f3a79ffbe1b&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=48&Tab=attachments
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/dc55713d-ac43-48f2-8288-5d9035d5e086/York+Region+Foundational+Housing+Analysis+-+Final+Report+2021.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=nx1IBu1
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/dc55713d-ac43-48f2-8288-5d9035d5e086/York+Region+Foundational+Housing+Analysis+-+Final+Report+2021.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=nx1IBu1
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=86d188d4-fb6e-47c3-8286-ba005fec8f58&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=11&Tab=attachments
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=86d188d4-fb6e-47c3-8286-ba005fec8f58&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=11&Tab=attachments
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=86d188d4-fb6e-47c3-8286-ba005fec8f58&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=12&Tab=attachments
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=86d188d4-fb6e-47c3-8286-ba005fec8f58&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=12&Tab=attachments
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=4ffd59dc-180d-42ae-901f-8eada92b200a&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=30&Tab=attachments
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=4ffd59dc-180d-42ae-901f-8eada92b200a&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=30&Tab=attachments
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Date Report Title Purpose 

updates to Provincial Plans and makes recommendations to 
support future work on expanding housing options. 

December 
2020 

Public Health Benefits of Complete 
Communities 

This report uses data to demonstrate the value of complete 
communities from a public health perspective as they promote 
active lifestyles in that they are walkable, provide access to transit 
and offer a range of community amenities, services and housing 
options at the neighbourhood level. 

December 
2020 

Regional Official Plan Update Policy 
Directions Report 

This report summarizes preliminary policy directions for several 
topic areas as part of the ROP update being undertaken through 
the MCR. 

October 
2020 

Potential for Employment Lands Along 400 
Series Highways 

This report responds to the Council resolution of April 30, 2020 
directing staff to report back on the competitive benefits to the 
Region if employment uses were to be permitted on lands along 
400 series highways currently located within the Protected 
Countryside of the Provincial Greenbelt Plan. 

October 
2020 

Proposed Employment Area Mapping and 
Employment Conversions 

This report sets out recommendations on 70 site-specific requests 
for employment area conversion and proposes employment area 
mapping. 

September 
2020 

Major Transit Station Areas Endorsement 
Report 

This report proposes boundary delineations, minimum density 
targets and preliminary policy directions for Major Transit Station 
Areas (MTSAs) in the ROP update being undertaken through the 
MCR. 

June 2020 Regional Official Plan Natural Systems 
Planning Background Report 

This report introduces the approach to updating natural systems 
(natural heritage system and water resource system) as part of the 
ROP update. 

June 2020 Planning for Density in New Communities This report responds to the Council resolution of January 30, 2020 
to report back on the New Community Area and Designated 
Greenfield Area densities, and the process that will update Local 
Official Plans and Secondary Plans to conform to densities in the 
updated ROP. 

May 2020 Municipal Comprehensive Review Update This memorandum provides an overview of the MCR and ROP 
Review and Update process including implications of the release of 
the updated Land Needs Assessment Methodology and new 
Growth Plan Schedule 3 (population and employment forecasts), 

https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=c7c7f38a-4bd1-4934-bd31-22510faacdb5&Agenda=PostMinutes&lang=English&Item=28
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=c7c7f38a-4bd1-4934-bd31-22510faacdb5&Agenda=PostMinutes&lang=English&Item=28
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=c7c7f38a-4bd1-4934-bd31-22510faacdb5&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=34
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=c7c7f38a-4bd1-4934-bd31-22510faacdb5&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=34
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=3cdc1d74-9ce9-4580-b80d-d591897b9148&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=42
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=3cdc1d74-9ce9-4580-b80d-d591897b9148&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=42
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=a73f3102-3d5b-4191-8d9a-ed1b20fdf955&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=17
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=a73f3102-3d5b-4191-8d9a-ed1b20fdf955&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=17
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=a5cea4d7-4273-4552-aa79-ee033fb97e86&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=38
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=a5cea4d7-4273-4552-aa79-ee033fb97e86&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=38
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=c9ca8d5d-2c65-42d9-9dfa-0b937477e050&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=50
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=c9ca8d5d-2c65-42d9-9dfa-0b937477e050&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=50
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=c9ca8d5d-2c65-42d9-9dfa-0b937477e050&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=47
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=ca3933b0-e8db-4e2f-b502-efee94b6f121&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=25
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Date Report Title Purpose 

and the advancement of technical and policy work related to the 
MCR. 

March 
2020 

Major Transit Station Areas Update This report provides Council with an update on proposed MTSAs, 
including ongoing refinements to boundary delineations and 
minimum density targets. It also provides an update on consultation 
as part of development of the Intensification Strategy for the MCR. 

March 
2020 

Planning for Employment and Employment 
Conversions 

This report proposes employment area mapping and sets out staff 
recommendations in response to 71 site specific requests for 
employment area conversion. 

March 
2020 

Climate Change Action Plan Report This report presents the draft York Region Climate Change Action 
Plan and outlines next steps. 

October 
2019 

Employment Area Conversion Process 
Update 

This report provides Council with an update on the employment 
area conversion evaluation process for the MCR and progress to 
date. 

June 2019 Planning for Agriculture Background Report This report includes background analysis and a proposed approach 
for implementation of the agricultural system and Provincial 
mapping as part of the MCR to update the ROP.  

June 2019 Growth and Infrastructure Alignment Report This report outlines principles for the purposes of informing York 
Region's 2041 growth forecast as part of the MCR. This includes 
optimizing existing investments before triggering investments in 
additional infrastructure to meet Provincial growth targets while 
supporting the principles of the Region’s fiscal strategy. 

May 2019 Future Employment Trends Study This study provides background information for employment 
conversions and outlines trends in the composition of economic 
activity and employment growth, as well as changing locational 
preference, built forms and patterns of real estate development. 

May 2019 Planning for Employment Background Report This report provides background analysis and forms the basis for 
consultation on a proposed employment framework as part of the 
MCR to update the ROP. 

May 2019 Memorandum- A Place to Grow: Growth Plan 
for the Greater Golden Horseshoe 

This memorandum provides Committee with a high level summary 
of the amended Growth Plan – A Place to Grow: Growth Plan for 
the Greater Golden Horseshoe which came into effect on May 16, 
2019. 

April 2019  Planning for Intensification Background 
Report 

This report provides background analysis informing the Region’s 
Intensification Strategy which forms part of the MCR to update the 

https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=607985f5-aa03-4d9a-a5a7-95e24db3da8e&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=44
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=607985f5-aa03-4d9a-a5a7-95e24db3da8e&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=43
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=607985f5-aa03-4d9a-a5a7-95e24db3da8e&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=43
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=607985f5-aa03-4d9a-a5a7-95e24db3da8e&Agenda=PostMinutes&lang=English&Item=42
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=6ee50593-d3ca-49b1-885d-cb3c906d049d&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=22
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=6ee50593-d3ca-49b1-885d-cb3c906d049d&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=22
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=aae4ed34-c7a4-4ba7-bb31-de80cd35d2ab&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=68
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=aae4ed34-c7a4-4ba7-bb31-de80cd35d2ab&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=64
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/ee026624-6ed6-4734-9793-2986bf53e945/YORK-%239447893-v2-FINAL_York_Region_Future_Employment_Trends_Study_Report_May2019_AODA.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mUu2FP7
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=954b2068-9d33-4e94-98c8-fa98e61fa7ad&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=18
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=954b2068-9d33-4e94-98c8-fa98e61fa7ad&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=33&Tab=attachments
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=954b2068-9d33-4e94-98c8-fa98e61fa7ad&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=33&Tab=attachments
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=8bda6571-44af-4caa-a948-ff957ab77206&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=30
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=8bda6571-44af-4caa-a948-ff957ab77206&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=30
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Date Report Title Purpose 

ROP. The report includes draft delineations and minimum density 
targets for MTSAs and strategic growth areas. 

March 
2019 

Proposed Employment Area Conversion 
Criteria 

This report provides employment area conversion criteria to be 
applied by staff when considering requests for employment area 
conversions during the Regional MCR. 

March 
2018 

York Region 2017 Vacant Employment Land 
Inventory 

This report provides Council with an overview of the supply and 
characteristics of vacant employment lands in York Region as of 
mid-year 2017. Data contained in this report will serve as input to 
the Region’s Employment Strategy as part of the MCR and ROP 
update. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=8b582cd0-bd6c-4f8d-b5cc-13f59ccd16ce&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=45
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=8b582cd0-bd6c-4f8d-b5cc-13f59ccd16ce&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=45
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/faa33468-b3c9-464a-9676-10be05613f20/mar+22+vacant+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8PgQN
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/faa33468-b3c9-464a-9676-10be05613f20/mar+22+vacant+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8PgQN
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Table 2: Background and Policy Direction Council Reports Superseded 
 
In Table 2, with some limited exceptions, the majority of work detailed through these Council reports has been superseded by more 

recent work to reflect changes in Provincial direction. 

 

Date Report Title Purpose 

October 
2017 

Implications of the New Provincial Plans and 
Regional Municipal Comprehensive Review 
Work Plan 

This report provides Council with staff’s review of the final Provincial 
Plans (Growth Plan, Greenbelt Plan and Oak Ridges Moraine 
Conservation Plan) released in May 2017, and a discussion of the 
key MCR directions. This report provides the updated work plan 
and schedule for the MCR prepared in response to the updated 
Provincial Plans. 

May 2017 2016 York Region Housing Supply This report provides Council with an assessment of the Region’s 
designated housing supply to accommodate both short and long-
term growth as of mid-year 2016 and comments on the impact of 
housing supply and other factors influencing the price of housing. 

February 
2016 

Regional Municipal Comprehensive Review 
Work Plan Update 

This report provides Council with an update on the work plan 
components of the MCR and ROP update. This report also provides 
information regarding intensification and density targets of the 
Growth Plan and recommendations of the Panel Report on the 
Provincial Plan Reviews. 

November 
2015 

York Region 2041 Preferred Growth Scenario 
Attachment 1; Attachment 2; Attachment 3; 
Attachment 4; Attachment 5; Attachment 6 

This report advises Council of the preferred growth scenario as part 
of the Region’s MCR to conform with Amendment 2 to the Growth 
Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe which outlines population 
and employment forecasts to 2041. 

October 
2015 

Employment Trends – Study and Next Steps This report provides Council with an overview of an Employment 
Trends Study undertaken for the Region which addresses the 
impacts of these trends on employment growth anticipated for York 
Region to 2041. 

September 
2015 

Draft Growth Scenario Evaluation This report advises Council of an approach to the evaluation of the 
three draft growth scenarios presented to Council in April 2015. The 
evaluation provides input to the preferred scenario presented to 
Council in November 2015. 

April 2015 2041 York Region Draft Growth Scenarios 
and Land Budget 

This report presents population and employment forecasts to the 
year 2041 for three draft growth scenarios and a land budget. 

https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/a08775d9-d5e6-4c49-a50a-1af62ab7cc94/oct+12+implications+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8Q.KJ
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/a08775d9-d5e6-4c49-a50a-1af62ab7cc94/oct+12+implications+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8Q.KJ
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/a08775d9-d5e6-4c49-a50a-1af62ab7cc94/oct+12+implications+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8Q.KJ
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/88c32857-5865-466a-9b42-7a2b6749f9bb/may+18+housing+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8QgjI
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/3a4753d6-e4fe-45ee-957e-26215d0b3fe5/feb+11+regional+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8O6Ng
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/3a4753d6-e4fe-45ee-957e-26215d0b3fe5/feb+11+regional+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8O6Ng
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/e2c99ca1-f7d1-44ff-bec9-4e3249602fb3/nov+5+preferred+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8QrD7
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/04aaed0a-612c-46a7-8efa-165068dcf440/nov+5+preferred+att+1.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8Q-f6
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/77c5e970-8020-4b89-a3d0-ff62c60403f1/nov+5+preferred+att+2.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8Qr.k
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/d8ca8257-c7b4-48f6-98af-2ae01eedf292/nov+5+preferred+att+3.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8QszF
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/557c61ab-ca08-4c51-bb34-7711272a2eae/nov+5+preferred+att+4.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8Qt3O
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/2a7fb0a8-ac73-4a62-b37a-6db8fa9ba314/nov+5+preferred+att+5.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8QwEn
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/4dfd3232-2494-4e7e-a522-7a21d5f55305/nov+5+preferred+att+6.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8QwRm
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/90d329e1-321b-4676-bf6d-e6f2dd409693/oct+1+employment+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8Q.9R
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/79f56371-ee6d-4084-9dca-6b5e6f217701/sep+10+draft+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8RpHA
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/2ad65882-740e-4833-be85-22cd1a2df67d/apr+9+draft+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8NXBb
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/2ad65882-740e-4833-be85-22cd1a2df67d/apr+9+draft+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8NXBb
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Date Report Title Purpose 

March 
2015 

Retail Trends – Study and Next Steps This report provides Council with an overview of a Retail Trends 
Study undertaken for the Region and recommends next steps to 
direct the establishment of retail development. 

March 
2015 

Residential Unit Supply Inventory This report outlines the residential unit supply inventory in York 
Region to provide key input to the growth forecast scenario and 
land budget. 

June 2014 York Region Vacant Employment Land 
Inventory 

This report provides an overview of vacant employment land in York 
Region to mid-year 2013. 

May 2014 Regional Municipal Comprehensive Review 
Work Plan 

This report advises Council of the work plan components and 
anticipated timing of the Regional MCR. 

 

13289529 

https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/fcfae072-cbc0-41df-bce2-df4c8fd8884d/mar+5+retail+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8PtDz
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/66dfea94-06eb-4259-a950-62ddca025dd0/mar+5+residential+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8PrNN
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/2deadfba-aed5-4b4b-91dc-734bda6a0776/jun+12+vacant+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8OOHS
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/2deadfba-aed5-4b4b-91dc-734bda6a0776/jun+12+vacant+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8OOHS
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/4aa4f552-5aec-4c11-9994-bf667b5e8c4f/may+1+regional+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8PVJw
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/4aa4f552-5aec-4c11-9994-bf667b5e8c4f/may+1+regional+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mu8PVJw

