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Presentation Overview

• 2025 / 2026 Economic Development Update

• York University Update

• ventureLAB Update

• Recommendation
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York Region: An Economic Powerhouse

Population
1.3 Million

Ontario’s 3rd Largest 
Municipal Jurisdiction

Ontario’s 3rd Largest 
Business Centre 

59,000 Business 
Establishments 

(625,000 Local Jobs)

Ontario’s 3rd Largest 
Manufacturing Sector
and 5th Largest in Canada
(2,600+ Manufacturers)

4,800 ICT 
Companies

 

Canada’s 3rd Largest
Technology Hub

Ontario’s 2nd Largest 
F&B Processing Sector

 

and 4th Largest in Canada.
370 businesses

3 of the Top 5 Corporate 
R&D Investors

 in the Greater Toronto Area.
5 of Top 10 in the Tech Sector

Ontario’s 2nd Largest 
Finance, Insurance,   
& Real Estate Sector

5,300 Firms

Canada’s largest 
Auto Parts & Electronics 

Manufacturing Cluster 
 

250+ Core Sector Companies
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Strategic Themes that Defined 2025 Activities

Trade & Tariff Response Investment Attraction Support Innovation Capacity Building
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2025 | Business Feedback
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2025 | Economic Development Partner Feedback
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Highlights of  2025 Economic Development Accomplishments

Outcomes related to the four pillars of 
the Council-approved 2024-2027 
Economic Development Action Plan 
are highlighted to the right. 
  
Additional details are provided in the 
2025 York Region Economic 
Development Year In Review.
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2026 Strategic Projects

DEFENCE SECTOR DEVELOPMENT MOBILITY INNOVATION VIA RTDS
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2026 Economic Development Activities (Jan – May)
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CANSEC

Supports:
- Aerospace & Defence

- Manufacturing

Upcoming Significant Events in 2026

APMA Canada 
Automotive Summit

Supports:
- Auto Parts & Auto Tech

- Mobility

Provincial Market 
Diversification & 

Export Support Events 

Supports:
- Technology

- Auto Parts & Auto Tech

Food & Beverage 
Roundtable:

Market Diversification
 

Supports:
- Food & Beverage
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York University Update
David Kwok

Director of  Entrepreneurship & Innovation
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“

”

YSpace is York University’s pan-university 
entrepreneurship & innovation hub 
supporting startups and entrepreneurs from a 
variety of sectors and communities. Our 
programming spans across scaling ventures 
through customer and investor capital support.

Our focus areas are:
• Technologies Ventures

• Automotive & Mobility
• Food & Beverage Ventures
• Women-Led Ventures
• Black-Led Ventures
• Soft landing for International Ventures
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YSpace’s Overall Impact

1,755 $401 M $182 M 2,138

Ventures 
Supported

Revenue 
Generated

By Ventures

Funding Raised
By Ventures

Jobs Created 
By Ventures

1,878

Work 
Integrated 

Opportunities
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Project JumpSTART | Impact in Numbers (2025-26)

$1.85M
Total Revenue Generated
All streams' companies combined

$797K
Total Funding Raised
Non-dilutive + investment capital

128
Jobs Created
New FTE positions this year

79
Jobs Maintained
Retained & protected positions

D i s t r i b u t i o n  b y  s e c t o r

33%

17%

10% 10%
8%

6% 6% 6%

2%

ICT Healthtech FoodTech Fintech CPG Hardware
& Robotics

CleanTech EdTech Advanced
Manufacturing

Economic contribution to 
York Region (2025-26)

Est GDP impact ~$3.3M

Est Total jobs 
supported in 
York Region

~435

GDP ROI from the 
project 

~ 8x
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Project JumpSTART (Women in Tech) | Success Stories

Founder Highlights

43 Women
Entrepreneurs 
Supported

4 Founders 
raised funding

3 Awards and 
recognition

103x

Yulia – PioneerIP
Named Top 40 Under 40 by the 

Central York Chamber

Jennifer – LeopardAI
Represented Canada at G20 and 

AI House Davos, scaling across 
30+ countries and 5 continents

Mallory – Gibbly
#1 Education App on Canva. 

Recognized by Hackergal hub as 
a leading woman in STEAM

Wintta – Moon Trades 
Technologies

Won TiE50 2025 award 

Han Yan – EZSave
Closed an angel round with 3 

investors 

Fatemeh – IntRest
Represented Canada's AI 

ecosystem at VivaTech 2025 Paris

Lisa – Bidblox
1st place at UpperBound AI pitch 
competition and pitched at GITEX 
Global Supernova stage in Dubai

Shermineh – Novasher 
Ventures

Took the main stage at Elevate 
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Project JumpSTART (International) | Success Stories

Founder Highlights

5 Teams Raised 
Funding

$750K
Funding Raised 
by Ventures 
(over 2 years)
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EZSmart Packing 
Technologies

HealGenix METAMIND Limitech 
SmartGlass 

Vision

Nexor 
Technologies

Lingua Talk
(formerly 
Speakey)

Flavorish My Biolux 
Lighting 

Technologies

8 Supported 
Founders from 
Countries
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GROWING WITH YSPACE

Women in Tech 
Incubator

Invention to Founder 
Fellowship

Founder 
Fundamentals

York Region – 
Regional Technology 
Development Centre

YSpace York-Simcoe 
Hubs

Black Entrepreneurship 
Alliance

Lab2Market 
Commercialization

ELLA National 
Women’s Program

AgriFood & AgTech 
Investment Program

Vaughan Health 
Care Precinct
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VentureLAB Update
Hugh Chow

Chief  Executive Officer
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Recommendation
Jonathan Wheatle

Director, Economic Services
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Recommendation

The Regional Clerk circulate this report to the Ministry of Economic 
Development, Job Creation and Trade, Invest Ontario, Toronto Global, 
ventureLAB, York University, Ontario Centre of Innovation and local 
municipalities.
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Discussion/Questions
For regular business updates we encourage you to follow our social media channels or sign up to 
receive the monthly York Region Business Update e-newsletter:

LinkedIn: @York Link | York Region Economic Development
Facebook & Instagram: @YorkLinkca
Newsletter: yorklink.ca/newsletter 
___________________________________________________

ventureLAB: venturelab.ca
YSpace: yorku.ca/yspace
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