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York Region: An Economic Powerhouse
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Population
1.3 Million

Ontario’s 3 Largest
Municipal Jurisdiction
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Canada’s largest
Auto Parts & Electronics
Manufacturing Cluster

250+ Core Sector Companies

]

Ontario’s 3" Largest
Business Centre
59,000 Business

Establishments
(625,000 Local Jobs)

Ontario’s 2" Largest

Finance, Insurance,

& Real Estate Sector
5,300 Firms

A

Ontario’s 3" Largest 4,800 ICT

Manufacturing Sector Companies

and 5" Largest in Canada Canada’s 3 Largest
(2,600+ Manufacturers) Technology Hub

D708 (%

3 of the Top 5 Corporate Ontario’s 2" Largest
R&D Investors F&B Processing Sector

in the Greater Toronto Area. and 4" Largest in Canada.
5 of Top 10 in the Tech Sector 370 businesses



Strategic Themes that Defined 2025 Activities

Trade & Tariff Response Investment Attraction Support
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EDC: All-in-One Banking,

Insurance, Investment, and e Manufacturers and Exporters
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CME: What Canada’s Largest @
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Innovation Capacity Building

OVIN REGIONAL TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT SITE

COMING TO YORK REGION

Supporting autotech and mobility SMEs to accelerate their path to market

AGRI-FOOD
START-UP
PROGRAM

Empowering
{  equity-deserving
and Indigenous
entrepreneurs

yorklink.ca/Foodstartyp




2025 | Business Feedback
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Nerpy's Inc. | Mentor | Public Speaker |...

Founder and Chief Executive Officer at
Thank you for the invitation to attend. It was very informative and insightful.
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La Rocca Creative Cakes
5,901 followers
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Such a great event!

Like - €3 2

Reply

Thank you for this wonderful opportunity! 2o
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Simmering Copenhagen Aps
869 followers

Thank you for being great hosts and bringing producers of great products to

the event. Looking forward getting the samples to Denmark
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Partner & Co-Founder of Simmenng Copenhagen
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2025 | Economic Development Partner Feedback
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Highlights of 2025 Economic Development Accomplishments

KEY CLUSTER
DEVELOPMENT

FOREIGN DIRECT

INVESTMENT CATALYST

PARTNERSHIPS

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

PLACEMAKING ACCESS

Outcomes related to the four pillars of
the Council-approved 2024-2027
Economic Development Action Plan
are highlighted to the right.

Additional details are provided in the
2025 York Region Economic
Development Year In Review.

900+ Business Engagements

45% were in-depth consultations providing
support and guidance

€3

International Market
Diversification Direct Support
to 35+ Gompanies
Hannover Messe, IAA Mobility, Semicon,
Denmark Agri-Food Market Masterclass,
& other supply chain resilience sessions

2

Foreign Direct Investment
Support & Collaboration

» Boosted York Region's FDI visibility through
targeted collaborative in-market activities
* Supported local-municipal FDI
priorities through cost-shared investment
readiness & prospecting services
» Coordinated ongoing collaboration
with Toronto Global

INNOVATION

P |

280 Businesses Supported &
820+ Jobs Created

Through York Region Innovation Investment
Fund program partners including ventureLAB
and York University - YSpace

ALy

o235

York Region Established an
OVIN Regional Technology

Development Site (RTDS)

Leveraged $2 million from York Region
Innovation Investment Fund to establish an
OVIN RTDS initiative valued at $13 million

A

ventureLAB Hosts 124 Events,
Attracting 3,000+ Attendees
As part of core services this led to 37 new
clients and distribution of $100,000 in
York Region Entrepreneurship & Innovation
Fund (EIF) funding to 11 community
organizations and tech companies

Talent Toolkit: Manufacturing

Released in collaboration with
Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters
to help auto parts and electronics
manufacturers locally and in Canada
address workforce challenges

&5
2,800+ Visits to Work in York
Talent Tools

Collaboration with the Workforce Planning
Board of York Region to pramote talent tools
including a general- and tech-focused job

board of career opportunities with York

Region-based companies

oty
2
Entrepreneur Development
« York Region Agri-Food Start-Up
program offers entrepreneurship training
to indigenous and underrepresented
communities
 The York Small Business Enterprise Centre
delivers training to student entrepreneurs
through the Starter Company Program and
to small business operators through the
Starter Company Plus program

MARKETING & AWARENESS

%

1,100,000+ Views

York Link social media & website

ay
33,000+ Followers
York Link social media & e-newsletter

delivering daily social posts and monthly
email updates.

i

30,000 Engagements

Social media likes, comments, shares

&

#MadelnYR Gampaign

Highlighted local companies that
manufacture products in York Region
to support ‘Buy Canada’ initiatives

B

17,000+ Tariff Resource &
Tariff Impact Podcast Views
A trade resource web page and a
4-episode podcast series providing
valuable trade and tariff insights during
the early days of tariff threats

7



2026 Strategic Projects

DEFENCE SECTOR DEVELOPMENT

UNLOCKING AEROSPACE & DEFENCE SUPPLY CHAIN
OPPORTUNITIES FOR YORK REGION MANUFACTURERS

#YRdefence B2B Site Visit: MHI Canada Aerospace

Canadian Defence Market Entry Roadmap
APRACTICAL GUIDE FOR YORK REGION MANUFACTURERS

g YORKLLNK ¥

MOBILITY INNOVATION VIA RTDS

OVIN REGIONAL TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT SITE

COMING TO YORK REGION

Supporting autotech and mobility SMEs to accelerate their path to market




2026 Economic Development Activities (Jan — May)

York Region’s Canadian Defence Market Entry
Roadmap Takes Centre Stage in Toronto at

NGen Canada’s N3 Summit
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UP TO $5,000

FOR LOCAL TOURISM PROJECTS

APPLY NOW: yorklink.ca/TourismFund

yorklink.ca/SummerCompany

GATEWAY TO PATHWAYS:
TALENT AND INDUSTRY FORUM

CONNECTING JOB SEEKERS, EMPLOYERS
AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

INNOVATION HUB CANADA

SEW EURODRIVE OPENS THEIR NEW SOFTWARE-FOCUSED
R&D CENTRE IN VAUGHAN, YORK REGION

HELPING FARMERS PREPARE FOR THE FUTURE AT THE

FARM SUCCESSIQX
PLANNING WORKS i




Upcoming Significant Events in 2026

% CANSEC APMA I Food and Beverage Roundtable: COMPUTEX |nnoVEX

TAIPEI
SUMMIT

TaiNEX1&2 | TWTC | TICC

JUNE 2 -5, 2026

CANADA'S LEADING DEFENGE, SECURITY &
EMEREINE TEEH““I'“EY EVE"T' canada AUtomOtlve Summlt \EEYNESﬁ;rJUNDEEJZADZIBL-ESOA.M.- 12P.M. HOSTED BY: YSPACE JOSn;:rizoogl;tomOtive Export BUSiness MiSSion b
9:30AM.  Registration and networkin; ace | TORKILL
ﬁ TueSdayl' June 9’ 2026 10AM. Ine:cduc(icr\sand we\com\fg remarks " Sector: Automotive
MAY 27-28. 2028 ® 8:00am-7:00pm e o | Yok calGromngGioel S
3 AL anel Discusfomwith egeFood Bisinesses Date: May 27, 2026 to May 29, 2026
The Government of Ontario is leading an Automotive Export Business
EY GENTRE, OTTAWA Canada's flagship automotive e bbbl
12PM. Industry Networking ly in
summit bringing together top
ind ustry voices. LEDC  YORK.UNK  ¥oriiRegion Calgndar o:f Interna.i.ioha.l Trac’e F.’ro.grams a"d,'.z‘f?_"‘_tf |
With over 400 attendees, the Arown EG/ & e @wonn VB Thediin Puvousn Bsouile pare cdcton s s S b e it l}-,’f";’&.;:-:".
CANSEC APMA Canada Food & Beverage Provincial Market
Automotive Summit Roundtable: Diversification &

Market Diversification Export Support Events

Supports: Supports: Supports: Supports:
- Aerospace & Defence - Auto Parts & Auto Tech - Food & Beverage - Technology
- Manufacturing - Mobility - Auto Parts & Auto Tech

10



York University Update

David Kwok

Director of Entrepreneurship & Innovation



66

YSpace is York University’s pan-university
— _ B i entrepreneurship & innovation hub

- S e MY, e supporting startups and entrepreneurs from a
s variety of sectors and communities. Our
programming spans across scaling ventures
through customer and investor capital support.

Our focus areas are:
« Technologies Ventures
« Automotive & Mobility
» Food & Beverage Ventures
Women-Led Ventures
» Black-Led Ventures
» Soft landing for International Ventures

%9

YORKIL

12




YSpace’s Overall Impact

$182 M 2,138

Ventures Revenue Funding Raised Jobs Created Work
Supported Generated By Ventures By Ventures Integrated
By Ventures Opportunities

YORKIL

13



Project JumpSTART | Impact in Numbers (2025-26)

$1.85M $797K 128 79

Total Revenue Generated Total Funding Raised Jobs Created Jobs Maintained
All streams' companies combined Non-dilutive + investment capital New FTE positions this year Retained & protected positions
. o b . b [ [ ] [ ]
Distribution by sector Economic contribution to

33% York Region (2025-26)

Est GDP impact ~$3.3M
Est Total jobs
17% .
supported in ~435
10% 10% York Region
8%
6% 6% 6%
2% GDP ROI from the
. ~ 8x
] project
Healthtech  FoodTech Fintech Hardware CleanTech EdTech Advanced
& Robotics Manufacturing

14



Project JumpSTART (Women in Tech) | Success Stories

Founder Highlights

Women
Entrepreneurs
Supported

Founders
raised funding

Awards and
recognition

Yulia — PioneerlP
Named Top 40 Under 40 by the
Central York Chamber

Han Yan — EZSave

Closed an angel round with 3
investors

Jennifer — LeopardAl
Represented Canada at G20 and
Al House Davos, scaling across
30+ countries and 5 continents

Fatemeh — IntRest
Represented Canada's Al
ecosystem at VivaTech 2025 Paris

!
Mallory — Gibbly

#1 Education App on Canva.

Recognized by Hackergal hub as
a leading woman in STEAM

Lisa — Bidblox
1st place at UpperBound Al pitch
competition and pitched at GITEX
Global Supernova stage in Dubai

Wintta — Moon Trades

Technologies
Won TiE50 2025 award

o

Shermineh — Novasher
Ventures

Took the main stage at Elevate




Project JumpSTART (International) | Success Stories

Founder Highlights

Teams Raised
Funding

Supported
Founders from
Countries

$750K

Funding Raised
by Ventures
(over 2 years)

ZipFko

EZSmart Packing
Technologies

Nexor
Technologies

2
‘ﬂ‘ Z

HealGenix

Speakey

Lingua Talk
(formerly
Speakey)

2

METAMIND

¢

Flavorish

B imiTech

Limitech
SmartGlass
Vision

Bic:Lux

My Biolux
Lighting
Technologies

16



ﬂEtEHI[ i News v Podcast Newsletter Guides v Jobs Q :. ...
YSpace, York University open the door between . Ql ll) v AR ALEY3 :
Canada and Korea's tech ecosystem : SEOUL Al HUB e S R At :
By Isabelle Kirkwood / February 27, 2026 in X ®& W .'. .:
YsSpace YORKHJ
Schulich N .
School of Business . . 80185 .
: : C gfj erpor T .
) :
_ HSITP :
x (~ BEONE .
uEta“it e & News v Podcast Newsletter Guides v Jobs Q E 5
YSpace is turning Toronto and York Regioninto a \f
springboard for Hong Kong startups : HKSTP
By Jacqueline Loganathan / August 13, 2025 & in X O ¥ .. :

17



GROWING WITH YSPACE

i 058 CENTRE DE SANTE COMMUNAUTAIRE
5 19) BLACK CREEK
O COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTF

AgriFood & AgTech
Investment Program

P

York Region

Women in Tech
Incubator

Black Entrepreneurship
Alliance

Intellectual Property
Ontario

Invention to Founder
Fellowship

-
AURORA

Youre in Good Compainy

& EG,

GEORGINA East Gwillimbury

YSpace York-Simcoe
Hubs

"%
VAUGHAN

Vaughan Health
Care Precinct

i+l

Canada

ELLA National
Women’s Program

OVIN

AUTONOMOUS « CONNECTED « ELECTRIC

York Region —
Regional Technology
Development Centre

Lab
Market

Lab2Market
Commercialization

(VIARKHAM

Founder
Fundamentals

YORKIL

18




VentureLAB Update

Hugh Chow

Chief Executive Officer



Vi) venturel

ventureLAB is grateful for York
Region's steadfast support since
our inception in 2011. As a
founding partner, York Region
remains integral to our ongoing
growth and success.

Our Impact Over the Years

We enable companies in our community to create jobs, raise
capital, and generate revenue through four key pillars: Capital,
Talent, Technology & IP, Customers.

4600+ T 7880+ $977M+ T $534M+ |

. TECH JOBS TOTAL ' CAPITAL
VENTURES CREATED REVENUE RAISED




Prototype & Testing Labs

VENTURELAB'S HARDWARE CATALYST INITIATIVE (HCI) IS CANADA'S ONLY LAB AND
INCUBATOR FOR BUILDING HARDWARE AND SEMICONDUCTOR-FOCUSED PRODUCTS

$12M+
World-class prototype

$17.3M

Investment by the

and testing labs - the first Government of Canada

of its kind in Canada through FedDev Ontario

i e e e e

Hardware Lab | A 7 \AI Sandbox

$55M+

Tools, resources,
equipment, expertise,
and mentorship HCI

partners

" § |
edTech Lab

21



HARDWARE
CATALYST
INITIATIVE

$1.5M

Invested by
York Region

19

Companies
Served

118

Jobs
Created

358M

Potential
Editorial

Hardware Catalyst
Initiative

22222))
CANADA
CATALYST

Companies
Onboarded

Canada Catalyst

G7 Representatives Gather in Markham
and Toronto to Strengthen Global
Semiconductor Partnerships -
Semiconductor Diest

The program giving global founders a
reason to build in Canada - BetaKit

York University and ventureLAB collaborate Driving Canada’s Innovation Future:
to boost tech talent and innovation — countdown to the 5th Annual
Canadian Manufacturing HardTech Summit - CanadianSME

Reach

503K

Potential
Editorial
Reach

ventureLAB Marks Five Years of the Hardware
Catalyst Initiative, Canada’s First and Only
Incubator for Hardware and Semiconductor
Startups — National Post

ventureLAB and the Critical Industrial
Technologies initiative are modernizing

Canada’s Industrial backbone - BetaKit -



LILA Composter Begins a New Chapter
ith the Township of King

— - Blumind secures $20-million Series A to build

A Sustainability - ; . o
B Milestone with the the Al chinp we'd have if combuters didn't exist
-

- Township of King

Success

Stories in

Cheelcare Signs Five-year Lease for
News New Manufacturing Facility in

Markham to Support Growth Health startups, Deep Breath
and Vessl Prosthetics receive

Hyperlume raises $17.8-million seed round to gzgg;:oeg%:r:g' Ontario Life

commercialize its Al data centre tech .

NordSpace breaks ground on new Atlantic
Spaceport Complex in Newfoundland

@ ventureLAB




CANADA’S PREMIERE

.‘l INNOVATION SUMMIT

SUPPORTING THE HARDWARE, SEMICONDUCTOR,
MEDTECH, Al, AND AUTOMOBILITY ECOSYSTEM

2025 Our Largest Ever!

Y 1500+ Attendees

D 40+ Exhibitor Booths
D Pitch Competition

) Sold Out Gala Dinner




ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ENGAGEMENT

ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND INNOVATION FUND

w venture_AB

20 40%

APPLICANTS YR-BASED
APPLICANTS
(o)
43 28%
APPLICANTS YR-BASED
APPLICANTS

54 45%

APPLICANTS YR-BASED
APPLICANTS

1ST PLACE

2

FUND
RECIPIENTS

7

FUND
RECIPIENTS

2

RECIPIENTS

2ND PLACE

r—
= PrROVA
‘ INNOWVATIONS LTD.

® ventureLAB 2024 25




W venturel_AB’

ventureLAB Across York Region

York Region’s Chairman Eric Jolliffe,
CAQ Erin Mahoney, and team at
ventureLAB’s Vaughan MedTech Lab

Minister Tim Hodgson visits
ventureLAB

b > S
Diem Le leading the Tech
Startup Masterclass

YorkU Markham students tours
our Innovation Space

-_——
[

East Gwnllmbury visits the
Hardware Catalyst Lab

Mayor Del Duca at
HardTech Summit

Deputy Mayo;’-of

Newmarket, Tom Vegh at |

ventureLAB

Mayor Scarpitti at G7

| Semiconductor POC Reception '

26



/) venture_AE

Looking Ahead

N\

© ventureLAB 2024 27
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Recommendation

Jonathan Wheatle

Director, Economic Services



Recommendation

The Regional Clerk circulate this report to the Ministry of Economic
Development, Job Creation and Trade, Invest Ontario, Toronto Global,

ventureLAB, York University, Ontario Centre of Innovation and local
municipalities.
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Discussion/Questions

For regular business updates we encourage you to follow our social media channels or sign up to
receive the monthly York Region Business Update e-newsletter:

LinkedIn: @York Link | York Region Economic Development
Facebook & Instagram: @YorkLinkca
Newsletter: yorklink.ca/newsletter

ventureLAB: venturelab.ca

YSpace: yorku.calyspace

2

York Region
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